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Research inspired by pragmatics has developed rapidly over the last 10 years or so. In the field of 
historical linguistics, recent paradigms have shown that semantic and grammatical change is 
rooted in the usage of listeners and speakers; more specifically, at least some types of change are 
thought to be the result of ordinary inferential processes. In the meantime, the field of 
pragmatics itself has been enriched by burgeoning experimental research: questions that had 
long remained the province of theory have moved into the laboratory. It is not surprising then 
that the questions, hypotheses, and insights from both historical linguistics and experimental 
pragmaticspragmatics show a great deal of overlap. Such shared evolving interests present the two 
developing fields with a unique opportunity to benefit from one other.  In this workshop, experts 
from both fields will meet so that, ideally, language change can be brought into the laboratory 
and so that theories stemming from research on language change can enrich the repertoire of 
questions dealt with by experimental research.
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